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 “CELEBRATE DIVERSITY: BLACK ARTISTS IN LYNCHBURG” 
KICKS OFF FEBRUARY 1ST 

[Lynchburg, VA] [January 28, 2016] – The James River Council for the Arts and Humanities is 
proud to launch a new project highlighting the wealth of artistic talent in the Lynchburg area. 
“Celebrate Diversity: Black Artists in Lynchburg” will take place over the month of February, 
showcasing photographers, dancers, musicians, actors, producers, novelists, painters, graphic 
designers, choreographers, and DJs. In all, 26 artists are participating. 

Beginning on February 1st, a new artist will be profiled on the Arts Council website 
(www.jamesriverarts.org) each day, with a bio, photos, videos, and interview questions. Posters, 
with selected excerpts from the artists’ web profiles, will also be placed around the City in high-
traffic areas. Citizens are encouraged to keep an eye out for the posters, and to visit the Arts 
Council website to learn more about these talented artists. 

To celebrate the conclusion of the project, on Saturday, February 27th, project participants will 
come together for a night of live performances. “Origins,” an event co-hosted by the Arts 
Council and The Listening, will feature more than a dozen artists sharing short pieces of spoken 
word poetry, dance, and visual art that speak to their cultural and artistic origins. Open to the 
public, this special event is family-friendly and a great opportunity to learn about new artists to 
follow in 2016. 

“It’s been a privilege to work with these artists over the last few months,” said Jennifer Woofter, a 
member of the Board of Directors at the James River Council for the Arts and Humanities. “I had 
no idea such a depth and breadth of talent was right here in our local community. I am so 
excited for Lynchburg to taste this vibrant expanse of art right at our fingertips.” 

Tickets for the Origins event are $10, and can be purchased in advance at 
www.jamesriverarts.org or at the door. Light refreshments will be served, and a cash bar is 
available for those 21 and older. A photobooth will be in attendance to help participants 
capture memories. To celebrate the culmination of the Celebrate Diversity project and the 
conclusion of Black History Month, artists and attendees are encouraged to wear black, red, 
and green – the colors of the Pan-African flag. 

Special thanks goes out to Bank of the James and Grassroots Local Market for sponsoring this 
important project. 

ABOUT THE JAMES RIVER COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

The mission of the James River Council for the Arts & Humanities (JRCAH) is to cultivate 
relationships and resources critical to a thriving cultural community in Central Virginia through 
advocacy, marketing, publicity, networking, and collaboration. We are committed to inclusivity 
and transparency in our endeavors. Learn more at www.jamesriverarts.org. 
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